And finally... -
Staffinfo |

Park Facilities Manager featuresin
Liverpool Postfor fiction writing

Afamiliar face smiled outatus from
the pages of the Liverpool Postduring
October - our very own Melanie
Cusick-Jones!

Aswellaskwp«'ngbusyasowPamFacwee
Manager during the day, by night Melanigis a
fiction writer witha Mastersin English Literature
Mwopubbsmdmrdewlnwel. ‘Hope's
Dﬂuyiter‘.h’zm L [

Shetold thel.n/erpodposldlabomhe!doubla
ﬁeandmhereshegdlsherinsprauonimm
thair 10thOctober issue.

w started viting in late 2003, after I'dfinished
aMastersin English Literature at Sheffieid
University and whilstiwas soarching for my
first 'proper’ joD. As| only gettowrita asa
mnbyi\mysperetime.ithastakenmo along
leotobdkiupmesldllsxowrileafolengm
m&l—mdl‘msmMereneafasgoodas
I'dIketobe.

“Studying literature, I've obdously read ahuge
rurmiber of books, I]ustneverrealsedhw
Gificult twas to actually write cnel It tmed out
that just sitting downtowritea
book was the best practice and
training for actually doing -
IalaotookanOpenUriversity
creaﬁvemti\gomxseafew
yeersago.wﬁd\hepede’th
techniaue.

“ yarate a couple of shorer ‘practica’ novels
pefore ermbarking on "Hope's Daughter’ wiich
was the firstnovel| felt comfortable putting cut
Into pubfic. rmhodngtorevisitthesesm«
novels and polish them up forreieasein 2014,

‘\tcar\bemckybe\almgworkmhmurg.
mdworkvksmemaiomyotmevme!lwne
loBirotmoodPakhSep(emberzmzand

| like to settliein at
the Café at The Centre
at Birchwood Park with

abigmugoftea

Ihavebeenvmrkingonn'rynextbooka!
weekends, orinthe avenings. There have been
whera I've nat waitten for months onend
because cther things take pricrity. Atthe mament
l'mdo&ngmomalednsoﬂhenextbook—so
Unre‘smw.noreadirvg.msseepm,asltry
to concentrate on the story and gat tfinished.

*rdlove tosay that| have a ‘writing cave' that

| disappear into 1o write, but I'm not that lucky. f
Imvotrnecmioe.m(satauommoammm
somailcalsmwto(kasltrvtowomanwmt
towﬁtewd.lﬂge&aﬁeemmmdwhgm
woek, lketoseteinal the Caféat The Cenltre at
Birchwood Patkwithabignugoﬂea-imgreat
iordeerir\gyowheadmmmadleo(mevm«u
day and getting some words down 0N paper.

'Wbookshoverso;mvmamlnmenﬂddeot
sci-fi, futuristic and fantasy genres, solcan'tsay
that my work at Brchwood Park sirictly nspires
iy writing. Howrener, some plaoeshuverpod
md\.ondonfealurek\myneodbook The
backdrop is amixture of places |'va beenin both
ciies, including arathericonic building in
u.-elpooLThewcxkldo doasn't ofteninspire
what lwrite, but the places
thatlgoto.asldomytob.
definitely do.

“Apart from that, inspiration
cormes from the books ['ve
read and enjoyed inthe
past, | find that roal fle news
storles, or snippets of science data, mingedwith
my of peoplelnwarydayie.aretm
biggesﬂnﬂumuesonthe fictional worlds | put
together,

“One of my favourite authors s Pilip K Dick, and
I'vareadalot of his books - thay'veinspired major
films fike 'Blade Runnet” and ‘The Adjustment
Bureau'. 'Human1s7" s one of my favourite ooks

st

| Mmelanie cusioR-)ones

by him -it's great because it's a collection of
short stories all around the theme ofwhatitis
to be human. it oomdnssomanyideasin
small bite-sized preces and gives youalot1o
think atout,

“Peopie often ask mewhy | write; thoughit
sounds simplistic, | think | love writing mainy
becamelmmednglhad read so many
stodesbyoﬂwpeoplema\.atﬁrs\.lwst
wanteleseeiﬂoouddoil.Asl‘vegotmore
h'koh.lhdmanikeuoat'ngawoﬁd,ard
ﬁmsommpromvm It —working
MWMWadWadagmstanom
placeto anather, and how they OVErCOMma
the chaflengesin their path. Sometimes|'m
suptisedbyvmaihaqms;\canbein full
wiriting flow, axpeclingﬁwecharadenodo
onathingand then they end up daing
somathing completely different, andthe
whole story changes.

‘Myproudestmorrmlodatehasbeen
reieasing my first bock and getting backreal
reedare\de«VS—ihatvaMml‘d achieved
whatsetouttodo. t's agreat feaing toget
agocd rmiewtromsonwonewhodocsn't
wmywinanywayandslntﬂycomesto
the book, reads it and enjoysit.”
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